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For a better world, with Public Health,,
access to Safe Water, where Humankind
and Nature thrive.

We support programs
and projects by
Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities’
organizations.

azimuthworldfoundation.org
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Dear friend,

AZIMUTH WORLD FOUNDATION

Mission

We are two people passionate about advancing Human Rights
and environmental protection who believe that everything is
connected, a realization that has led us to pursue a better world for
all according to three reference points—Health, Water and Nature.
We established these pillars to guide us and help us shift from the
atomistic view that isolates social, humanitarian, and ecological issues
from each other. We want to advance a holistic approach for a more
promising tomorrow for humankind and all life on this planet.
These pillars—the right to healthcare, safe water, and a healthy
environment—are Human Rights not contingent on culture, gender,
economic status, social standing, or religion. Yet, we’ve seen how
these rights have systematically been denied to Indigenous Peoples
and Local Communities who have long been the most marginalized
and simultaneously the smallest contributors to the most urgent
problems the world now faces. Therefore, we chose to work on
becoming allies to Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities by
creating Azimuth World Foundation, a US non-profit organization
dedicated to supporting meaningful solutions that address access
to Public Health and Safe Water and the balance between
Humankind and Nature.
Azimuth World Foundation funds projects globally, by and for
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities. Our work consists
of recommending grants through a fair, diligent and transparent
process. We focus on supporting grassroots organizations that
can benefit from our advocacy communications so that along with
project funding, every grantee can count on us to raise awareness
about the issues that affect their communities.
If you would like to learn more about the projects we fund and help
us spread the word about the meaningful work these organizations
do, sign up for our newsletter at azimuthworldfoundation.org.

Mariana Marques
executive director
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Terry Rockstad
founder and trustee

Vision
Values

Azimuth World Foundation is an ally to grassroots nonprofits, funding programs and projects that advance
access to Public Health and Safe Water and promote
the balance between Humankind and Nature among
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities.

A better world, with access to Public Health and Safe
Water, where Humankind and Nature thrive.

Diversity and Inclusion
Integrity
Sustainability
Transparency
Equity

“At Azimuth World Foundation, we
believe that everything is connected
and that recognizing this will help us
advance towards a more promising
tomorrow for humankind and all life
on this planet.”
Mariana Marques and Terry Rockstad
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What We
Fund
Azimuth World
Foundation funds
US-based and
international programs
and projects of
grassroots organizations
by and for Indigenous
Peoples and Local
Communities.
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Our grants
We believe the most effective,
sustainable and lasting
solutions for the problems
that Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities face should
be designed, developed and
implemented by Indigenous
Peoples and Local Communities’
organizations. The projects we
support address three issues:
access to Public Health and Safe
Water, and the balance between
Humankind and Nature.
Learn about our funding opportunities at
azimuthworldfoundation.org/grants
If you have questions regarding our recommendation
process or any other inquiries about our grants in general,
please reach out to grants@azimuthworldfoundation.org.
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We are an ally
foundation
to Indigenous
Peoples and Local
Communities.
Along with funding, we
also provide advocacy
communication services because
we are aware of how IPLCs
organizations struggle to get
their message across.
Awareness is the first step
towards positive change.
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Public Health
We fund programs and
projects by and for
Indigenous Peoples
and Local Communities
that promote access
to healthcare. Because
access to health services
is a fundamental Human
Right indispensable
for the exercise of
other Human Rights,
we believe access to
essential health services,
health information and
resources to prevent and
treat disease must be free,
universal, and equitable.
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In 2020, the COVID-19
pandemic broke out, and the
entire world was faced with
a global Public Health crisis.
Yet, every day, people in lowincome countries and even
some high-income countries
face obstacles in accessing
essential health services,
health information, and
resources to prevent and
treat disease.
According to a report from the World Bank and the World Health
Organization, at least half of the world’s population does not
have access to primary and essential health services.
(WHO and The World Bank, “Tracking universal health coverage: 2017 global
monitoring report.”).
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Some of the most alarming examples of the inequity in
accessing this Human Right are found among Indigenous
Peoples and Local Communities. According to the
periodic report by The United Nations’ Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues, “The State of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples”: “indigenous peoples suffer
higher rates of ill health and have dramatically shorter
life expectancy than other groups living in the same
countries. This inequity results in indigenous peoples
suffering unacceptable health problems, and they are
more likely to experience disabilities and dying at a
younger age than their non-indigenous counterparts. “
Many factors contribute to this systematic denial of
these most basic Human Rights that crosscuts through
the diversity of Indigenous Peoples in all continents:
“living conditions, income levels, employment rates,
access to safe water, sanitation, health services
and food availability (...) destruction to their lands,
territories and resources (...) climate change and
environmental contamination (...) geographical
isolation and poverty, which results in not having the
means to pay the high cost for transport or treatment
(...) discrimination, racism and a lack of cultural
understanding and sensitivity (...) [and] lack of data.”
(United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, “State of the World’s
Indigenous Peoples 2nd Volume, Health” - September 2015).
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/2016/Docs-updates/SOWIP_Health.pdf
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As detailed in the “Minority and Indigenous Trends
2021” report by Minority Rights Group, the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated and
made clear the inequality of access to Public Health
services and information that Indigenous Peoples and
Local Communities face.
Throughout all its stages, this fight Indigenous Peoples
and Local Communities had to take up with COVID-19
reveals the inequity they face in accessing public health
in general: higher risk of exposure, lack of protection
from the socio-economic fallout of the disease, scarcity of
medical equipment, tragic global vaccine and medicine
distribution. And, as it has become clear by the current
vaccine rollout, not even selfishness has managed to
drive high-income countries to move boldly towards
more equitable access to healthcare for all human beings.
Instead, sadly, ignoring the possibility of new mutations
arising from vaccine inequity seems to be the preferred
course of action.
(Minority Rights Group International, “Minority and Indigenous Trends 2021 —
Focus on Covid-19” - June 2021).
https://minorityrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Minority-andIndigenous-Trends-2021.pdf
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Azimuth World Foundation
upholds the belief in free,
universal, and equitable
access to healthcare
because it’s a Human Right
essential to the realization
of all other Human
Rights and a guarantee
of a person’s dignity as a
human being. This is why
we fund grassroots projects
by organizations that know
their communities’ health
needs and are trying to
advance their access to
Public Health services and
information.
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Safe Water
We fund programs
and projects by
and for Indigenous
Peoples and Local
Communities that
promote access to
safe water. Because
access to safe water is
a fundamental Human
Right indispensable
for the exercise of
other Human Rights,
we believe access to
safe water must be
free, universal, and
equitable.
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For decades, experts and
panels worldwide have been
warning governments and
agencies about the coming
world water crisis. However,
for many people living in lowincome countries, the crisis
has always been there, and
according to UN-Water, in
2020, “around 1 in 4 people
lacked safely managed
drinking water in their homes,
and nearly half the world’s
population lacked safely
managed sanitation.”
(WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Program (JMP) for Water Supply, Sanitation and
Hygiene, “Progress on household drinking water, sanitation and hygiene 2000 – 2020”
- July 2021)
https://www.unwater.org/app/uploads/2021/07/jmp-2021-wash-householdsLAUNCH-VERSION.pdf
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What is more, this burden affects women and girls more
severely, with a pervasive negative impact on areas like
education and gender equality. And the problem seems
to be even more complex for people living in isolated
rural areas. Here, the denial of this basic Human Right has
profound repercussions on these communities’ health,
education, and general economic development. Ultimately,
it impedes almost all attempts to realize other human rights
and pursue a prosperous life. And even if some indicators
have improved in the past decades, a new 2021 joint
report from the World Health Organization and UNICEF
paints a dire picture.
Unless the rate of progress quadruples, by 2030, 1.6 billion
people won’t have access to safe drinking water at home,
2.8 billion won’t have safe sanitation services, and 1.9
won’t have basic handwashing facilities. Looking at the
available numbers and trends, it can be easy to overlook
that many communities in the Global North are also being
denied this basic Human Right. For example, in the US
alone, according to data from the Environmental Protection
Agency, over 30 million people lived in areas where water
systems violated safety rules at the beginning of 2019. And
poor people and minority communities are hit hardest, as
is usual with almost all environmental and climate changerelated issues: an estimated 1 in 10 Indigenous Americans
lack access to safe tap water or basic sanitation. These
numbers become increasingly unfair if we consider how most
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities have nurtured
a balanced relationship with nature from time immemorial.
(Justin Worland, “America’s Clean Water Crisis Goes Far Beyond Flint. There’s No Relief
in Sight” in TIME magazine - February 2020)
https://time.com/longform/clean-water-access-united-states/
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This harmonious relationship guarantees the health of
both these populations and the ecosystems to which
they belong. Moreover, the extractive industries
imperiling and damaging water resources, whether
by contamination or driving climate change, seem to
bring no single benefit to the people most affected
by it. All over the world, communities without any
polluting record are the first to endure ever more
frequent droughts and natural disasters resulting from
anthropogenic climate change. And if the inequalities
in accessing safe water and sanitation weren’t visible
enough, the response to the COVID-19 pandemic has
only shown how much still needs to be done. One
example was particularly telling: all the schools that
didn’t have handwashing facilities had to remain closed
for much longer, which meant thousands of children
being denied an education.

Through our past work, we’ve
seen how Safe Water projects
can have a far-reaching impact
that improves all aspects of a
community’s life. We believe
access to safe water should be
free, equitable and universal.
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Having to walk for water…
... often means you are much
more vulnerable to contagious
diseases that can spread
through an entire community
... keeps children out of school
... takes up time that parents
could use to earn money to
support their families
... means danger.
Without water…
you can’t grow food
you can’t build housing
you can’t stay healthy
you can’t stay in school
you can’t work
you don’t survive.
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Humankind
& Nature
We fund programs and
projects that promote
the protection of
indigenous ways of
living in harmony with
nature, benefiting all
living beings. Because
access to health and
water depends on a
balanced environment
for all of Earth’s species,
we believe restoring
and protecting ways
of life that are one with
nature must be a priority.
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“Humankind has not
woven the web of life.
We are but one thread
within it. Whatever we
do to the web, we do to
ourselves. All things are
bound together. All things
connect.”
Chief Seattle, Duwamish

“Indigenous peoples
from every corner of the
globe recognize that other
species are part of nature
and as human beings, we
are also part of nature.”
Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim, environmental activist and co-director of the pavilion of the
World Indigenous Peoples’ Initiative, Indigenous Mbororo Pastoralist
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Along with funding projects
that protect indigenous
stewardship of Nature, one of
our goals is to raise awareness
about how protecting
Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities’ land rights and
ways of living in harmony
with Nature benefits all
living beings.
Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities have
lived in harmony with Nature from a time that extends
beyond record, cultivating a symbiosis with their
surrounding environment that has allowed them to
live, create a culture and thrive through a way that
preserves biodiversity and helps it flourish. This way
of living often emanated from a way of thinking very
distant, if not opposed, to how Western thought
perceived Nature and our relationship with it.
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Indigenous Peoples often see
themselves and Nature as
part of the same complex and
delicate web of life.

Western worldviews mostly alienated Humankind and
Nature from each other: Nature was to be conquered
by Man, its gifts were resources to exploit, wildlife
was to be fenced-up. This gave way to a pernicious
dominant doctrine that dictated the division of the
natural world between places to be exploited and
recklessly depleted of “resources” and sites to be
conserved, fortresses of wilderness that only existed in
fairy tales. This approach to conservation often led, and
still leads, to the eviction of the Indigenous Peoples
and Local Communities who have called these places
home for millennia. Because of this, they have endured
displacement and denial of their rights, a profound
injustice, especially when we acknowledge that these
are not the ways of life endangering ecosystems,
biodiversity and ultimately our own survival as a
species. These are ways of life that have protected
Nature since long before the concept of conservation
was even created.
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Multiple reports and research
have shown that land
owned or governed by either
Indigenous Peoples or Local
Communities harbors much
more biodiversity than other
“conserved” areas.
Though they make up less than 5 percent of the
global population, Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities support about 80 percent of the
world’s biodiversity. Mordecai Ogada, Kenyan wildlife
ecologist and conservation policy expert, illustrates
this reality by resorting to his knowledge of African
languages. In all his years of research and practice in
wildlife conservation policy and practice, he still hasn’t
encountered a word for “conservation” in any African
language, simply because it was never a concept
governing peoples’ way of living. There is no word
because there is no concept. When Nature is not to be
destroyed, why should it be conserved?
[Garnett, S.T., Burgess, N.D., Fa, J.E. et al. “A spatial overview of the global
importance of Indigenous lands for conservation”, Nature Sustainability 1, 369–374
(2018).]
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-018-0100-6.epdf
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Awareness and
knowledge are
essential first steps
towards meaningful
action. Stimulate
conversations about
the issues Indigenous
Peoples and Local
Communities face by
sharing our stories on
Public Health and Safe
Water and the balance
between Humankind
and Nature.
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Together we can raise
awareness about these
communities’ struggles and
achievements. Subscribe to our
newsletter and follow us on
social media.
Newsletter

CONNECTING THE DOTS
A podcast where, with the help of our guests, we will
be connecting the dots between matters of access to
Public Health and Safe Water and the balance between
Humankind and Nature and how they affect Indigenous
Peoples and Local Communities.

azimuthworldfoundation.org/
insights
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Join the
conversation.
Be part of the
movement.

azimuthworldfoundation.org
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Our team
Mariana Marques
Executive Director

Terrance Rockstad
Founder and Trustee

Petrea Klein
Trustee

Carla Santos
Grants Manager

Francisco Soares
Communications Manager

Azimuth’s advisory committee is a collection of unique
individuals who contribute expert knowledge and
skills—NGO executive roles, science and conservation,
indigenous leadership and multimedia production
and directing. Their strategic advice, opinions and
recommendations guide AWF’s decisions regarding
what projects to support, helping the organization
navigate the various dimensions that dictate what a solid
project is in order to have a profound impact within the
scope of the foundation.

At azimuthworldfoundation.org
you can get to know us better.
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CONTACTS
+1 701 204 22 85
info@azimuthworldfoundation.org
grants@azimuthworldfoundation.org

SOCIAL MEDIA
@azimuthworldfoundation
@azimuthworldfoundation

PO Box 2095, Bismarck,
North Dakota, 58502-2095, USA

@azimuthWF
@azimuthworldfoundation
Azimuth World Foundation

azimuthworldfoundation.org
/’ æzIm /
the position of an object in the sky, expressed as an
angle related to a distance on the horizon of the Earth
(Cambridge Dictionary, “Azimuth.”)

The reason we chose Azimuth as the name of our foundation is related to this notion
of direction, true north, understood from three reference points. For us, finding and
pursuing the true north should be the core purpose of human life. What true north
means to us is a better world for all. The reference points we’ve set will guide us and
help us shift from the atomistic view that isolates economic, social and ecological issues
from each other and the whole planet and advance towards a holistic approach for a
more promising tomorrow for humankind.
Mariana Marques, Executive Director

azimuthworldfoundation.org

